
THE FOUNDER OF ALBANY LAW RUGBY 
 

PROFESSOR WILLIAM M. WATKINS 
 

1965 ALBANY LAW YEARBOOK 
 

*PROFESSOR WATKINS’ GOOD FRIEND, ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE MEMBER AND EXECUTOR 
 

PROFESSOR JOHN C. WELSH APPEARS BOTTOM LEFT -  
 

LONG TIME REGISTRAR HELEN WILKINSON APPEARS TOP RIGHT -  

 
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR AND RUGBY EMPLOYER JOHN P. DEMATTEO APPEARS BELOW 

 
THESE PEOPLE LITERALLY RAN THE SCHOOL (WELL) FOR YEARS* 

 

ON BEHALF OF ALL RUGBY ALUMNI:  TO THESE FOUR PEOPLE: 
 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  WE REMEMBER YOU. 
 

 



 
 



 
***** 

 
A VALUED FRIEND OF ALBANY LAW RUGBY 

 
SUPERVISOR AND THREE-TIME KOREAN WAR BRONZE STAR 

RECIPIENT 
 

JOHN P. DEMATTEO 

 
FROM THE 1967 YEAR BOOK 

 



 
 

**** 
 

THE FIRST RUGBY PICTURE FOUND IN THE  
 

ALBANY LAW YEARBOOKS 
 

1969 EDITION 



 



 



 
 

***** 
 

PROFESSOR WATKINS ON THE PITCH 
 

1969 YEARBOOK 
 
 



 



 
 

***** 
 

THE 1970 YEARBOOK SAID THE TEAM WAS BEGINNING 
 

“IT BEGAN ITS EIGHTH YEAR OF PLAY IN 1969” 
 



 



 
***** 

 
THE ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 

 
WITH PROFESSOR WILLIAM M. WATKINS 

 
PERHAPS A PRE - 1970 SQUAD 

 

FROM THE ALBANY LAW 1970 YEAR BOOK 
 
 



 
 
 

***** 

 
PROFESSOR WILLIAM M. WATKINS 



 
FROM THE 1970 YEARBOOK 

 
THE MAN WAS JOYFUL WITH RUGBY 

 
 



 



 
 

***** 
 

THE 1969 – 1970 ALBANY LAW CLUB 
 

FROM THE 1970 YEARBOOK 
 

WITH CO-FOUNDER, COACH AND PROFESSOR WILLIAM 

WATKINS 
 

TAKEN AT LINCOLN PARK 

 



 



 
***** 

 
THE 1971 – 1972 ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 

 
FROM THE 1972 YEARBOOK 

 
 



 



 
 

***** 
 

A DOG ON THE FIELD 
 

FROM THE 1974 YEARBOOK 
 



 
 

 

***** 



 

THE 1974 – 1975? ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 

 
TAKEN FROM THE 1977 YEARBOOK 

 

 
 

 



 

 

***** 

 

IN 1975 CHRIS “GUSTO DAVIS” REPORTED THAT THE ALBANY 

LAW RUGBY CLUB WAS THE BEST LAW SCHOOL CLUB IN THE 

COUNTRY AND HAD BEEN IN BUSINESS SINCE THE “MID –

‘60’S”.   

 

TO READ THIS NARRATIVE IS TO BECOME FAMILIAR WITH 

SOME OF THE BIGGEST LEGENDS IN ALBANY LAW LORE, 

CERTAINLY FROM THE ‘70’S. 

 

 



 



 
 

***** 
 
 

THE 1974 – 1975 ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 

 
FROM THE 1975 YEARBOOK 

 

 



 
 

 
***** 



 
 

THE ALBANY LAW CLUB – 1975 – 1976 
 

TOP PHOTO TAKEN AT LINCOLN PARK 

 
 



 
 

 
****** 

 

 
THE 1976 – 1977 ALBANY LAW CLUB 

 

ARGUABLY THE BEST TEAM PHOTO IN THE CLUB’S HISTORY 



 
PROUDLY TAKEN AT LINCOLN PARK WITH PROFESSOR 

WATKINS 
 

 



 
 

***** 
 

THE 1975 – 1976 
 

OR 1976 - 1977 
 

1ST ALBANY LAW WOMEN’S RUGBY CLUB 

 
FROM THE 1977 YEARBOOK 

 

KATE GRANT MADIGAN – FOUNDER – 1ST ROW – 2ND FROM LEFT 
 



 



 
 

 
***** 

 
 

1977-1978 
 

TAKEN FALL OF 1977 AT LINCOLN PARK 

 

 



 



 

 
 

***** 
 
 

1978 – 1979 

 
TAKEN FALL OF 1978 AT SIENA COLLEGE 

 

LOUDONVILLE, NEW YORK 

 

 



 



 

 
 

***** 
 
 

THE 1978 – 1979 WOMEN’S RUGBY CLUB 

 
THE FIRST YEARBOOK TEAM PHOTO IN COLOR 

 

FROM THE 1979 YEARBOOK 
 
 



 
 
 



***** 
 

 

1979 – 1980 

 
TAKEN AT SIENNA COLLEGE FALL OF 1979 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

***** 
 

 

THE 1980 - 1981 ALBANY LAW CLUB 

 
TAKEN AT LINCOLN PARK 

 



 
 
 

***** 



 
 

THE 1980 - 1981 WOMEN’S RUGBY TEAM 
 

FROM THE 1981 YEARBOOK 
 

 
 



 



 
***** 

 

 

THE ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 
 

1981 – 1982 
 

TAKEN AT LINCOLN PARK 
 



 



 
 

***** 
 
 

THE 1981 – 1982 ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 

 
FROM THE 1982 YEARBOOK 

 

 



 
 



 
***** 

 
 

ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 
 

1982 - 1983 
 

 

 



 

 



 
***** 

 
 

THE 1983 YEARBOOK DEDICATION TO ALBANY LAW  
 

SUPERVISOR AND THREE TIME KOREAN WAR BRONZE STAR 
RECIPIENT 

 

JOHN P. DEMATTEO 
 



 
 

 



 
***** 

 
 

THE 1983 – 1984 ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 
 

FROM THE 1984 YEARBOOK 
 
 

 



 



 
 

 
***** 

 
 

THE 1983 – 1984 ALBANY LAW  
 

WOMEN’S RUGBY CLUB 

 
FROM THE 1984 YEARBOOK 

 

 



 
 

 
***** 

 



NO TEAM PHOTO FOUND 1984 – 1985 
 

***** 
 
 

THE 1985 – 1986 ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 

 
FROM THE 1986 YEARBOOK 

 

 
 



 



 
 

***** 
 
 

THE 1987 DEDICATION OF THE ALBANY LAW YEARBOOK 

 
“THE VERDICT” 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF ONE OF ITS FINEST MINDS – ALL TIME 
 

PROFESSOR WILLIAM M. WATKINS 

 
 

 



 
 



 



 
 

***** 
 

REMEMBRANCE OF PROFESSOR WILLIAM M. WATKINS 
 

FROM THE 1987 YEARBOOK 
 
 



 



 
 

 
***** 

 
 

THE ALBANY LAW 1986 – 1987 RUGBY CLUB 
 

TAKEN FROM THE 1987 YEARBOOK 

 
 



 
 

 
***** 

 



 

THE 1987-1988 ALBANY LAW CLUB 
 

TAKEN AT THE ALBANY LAW COURTYARD 
 



 



 

 
 

***** 
 
 

PROFESSOR JOHN C. WELSH 

 
WHOSE SON PLAYED FOR ALBANY LAW RUGBY 

 

FROM THE 1988 YEARBOOK 
 
 



 
 
 
 

****** 
 
 

PROFESSOR JOHN C. WELSH WITH  
 



TEAM PRESIDENT DAVE LUNDTZ AND CAPTAIN JOHN 
MULDOWNEY 

 
AND OTHERS 

 
AT THE MEMORIAL DEDICATION CEREMONY FOR  

 
ALBANY LAW RUGBY FOUNDER AND BENEFACTOR 

 

PROFESSOR WILLIAM M. WATKINS 
 

TAKEN FROM THE 1988 YEARBOOK 

 
 
 



 



 
 

 
***** 

 
 

1988 RECOGNITION FOR 25 YEARS OF SERVICE BY THE 
 

SENIOR STAFF MEMBER AT ALBANY LAW SCHOOL  

 
JOHN P. DEMATTEO 

 

TAKEN FROM THE 1988 YEARBOOK 
 
 



 



 
 

 
***** 

 
 

THE 1988 – 1989 ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 
 

TAKEN IN THE COURTYARD 

 
FROM THE 1989 YEARBOOK 

 

 



 
 



 
 

***** 
 

THE ALBANY LAW ALUMNI SQUAD 
 

1989 WATTY TOURNAMENT CHAMPS 
 

TAKEN AT LINCOLN PARK 
 

 

 

 



 



 
 

****** 
 
 

NO TEAM PHOTO FOUND FOR 1989 – 1990 

 
 

***** 

 
 

THE ALBANY LAW ALUMNI SIDE 

 
1990 WATTY TOURNAMENT 

 
TAKEN AT LINCOLN PARK 

 
 

 



 



 
 

 
***** 

 
THE 1990 – 1991 ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 

 
THE HOSTS OF THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RUGBY CLUB 

FOUNDING 

 
GOOD JOB 1991! 

 

 



 



 
 

 
***** 

 
 

THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY ALUMNI TEAM 
 

WATKINS TOURNEY CHAMPS 

 
APRIL 1991 

 

TAKEN AT LINCOLN PARK 
 
 



 



 
 

 
***** 

 
 

THE 1991 – 1992 ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 
 

TAKEN FROM THE 1992 YEARBOOK 

 
 



 
 
 
 

***** 



 
 

1993 ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 
 

WATKINS TOURNAMENT 
 



 



 
 

 
***** 

 
 

THE 1993 – 1994 ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 
 

TAKEN FROM THE 1994 YEARBOOK 

 
 
 



 
 

 



WITH ALUMNI 
 

 

 
 
 

***** 
 



 
THE 1995 – 1996 ALBANY LAW WOMEN’S RUGBY CLUB 

 
TAKEN FROM THE 1996 YEARBOOK 

 
 



 
 

 

 

***** 
 
 



1997 – THE BLACK AND YELLOW 
 

TAKEN AT LINCOLN PARK 
 



 



 
***** 

 
 

1997 – 1998 ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 
 

TAKEN FROM THE 1998 YEARBOOK 
 
 

 



 



 
 

 
****** 

 
 

ALBANY LAW CLUB AT SMITTY’S TAVERN 
 

1999 WATKINS TOURNEY CHAMPS 
 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 
***** 

 
 

THE 1998 – 1999 ALBANY LAW TEAM 
 

1999 WATKINS TOURNEY CHAMPS 
 

TAKEN AT THE ELBO ROOM – DELAWARE AND HOLLAND 

 
 



 
 



 
***** 

 
 

THE 1999 YEARBOOK 
 

 



 
 

 

***** 
 



NO TEAM PICTURES FOUND FOR 2000 
 

****** 
 
 

2001 – 2002 ALBANY LAW RUGBY TEAM 

 
FROM THE 2002 YEARBOOK 

 

 



 
 
 
 



***** 
 

 
THE ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 

 
2001 – 2001 

 
 



 



 

 

 

***** 
 

 

THE 2002 – 3003 ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 

 
TAKEN FROM THE 2003 YEARBOOK 

 
 



 
 

 

 

***** 
 

 

2003 YEARBOOK DEDICATION TO  

 



PROFESSOR JOHN C. WELSH 
 

50 YEARS AT ALBANY LAW SCHOOL 
 
 
 



 



 

 

 

 

***** 

 
 

 



 



 

 

 

***** 
 

 

IN THE 2004 YEARBOOK – THE RUGBY CLUB WAS CALLED 

 
THE SOCCER CLUB AND THE WOMEN’S RUGBY CLUB WAS 

NICKNAMED  

 
“THE VIXENS” 

 

SEE BELOW 
 
 
 



 



 

 

 

***** 

 
 

THIS PAGE IS FROM EITHER THE 2004 OR 2005 YEARBOOK 
 
 



 



 
 

 
***** 

 
 

THIS IS QUITE POSSIBLY THE 2005 – 2006 ALBANY LAW RUGBY 
CLUB 

 

LOOKS LIKE THE UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS FIELD 
 

TAKEN FROM ONE OF THE YEARBOOKS 

 
 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

***** 

 
 



 
THE 2006 – 2007 ALBANY LAW WOMEN’S RUGBY CLUB 

 
TAKEN FROM THE 2007 YEARBOOK 

 
 



 



 

 

 

***** 

 
 

 
THE 2006 – 2007 ALBANY LAW MEN’S RUGBY CLUB 

 
TAKEN FROM THE 2007 YEARBOOK 

 
 
 



 
 
 



 
***** 

 
 
 

THE 2007 – 2008 ALBANY LAW WOMEN’S RUGBY CLUB 

 
TAKEN FROM THE 2008 YEARBOOK 

 

LIKELY THE UHA FIELDS (f/k/a the CBA FIELDS) 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 
***** 

 
 

THE 2008 – 2009 ALBANY LAW WOMEN’S RUGBY CLUB 
 

TAKEN FROM THE 2009 YEARBOOK 
 
 



 
 
 

 
***** 

 



 
THE 2008 – 2009 ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 

 
AT THE UHA FIELD 

 
TAKEN FROM THE 2009 YEARBOOK 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
***** 

 
 

THE 2009 – 2010 ALBANY LAW RUGBY CLUB 
 

TAKEN FROM THE 2010 YEARBOOK 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
***** 

 
NO TEAM PHOTOS FOUND FOR 2011 AND 2012 

 
 

***** 



 
 

2013 MEN’S CLUB AT WATKINS TOURNEY 
 

TAKEN AT UHA FIELD  
 

 
 

 

***** 



 
 

2013 ALBANY LAW WOMEN’S RUGBY CLUB 
 

TAKEN AT WATTY TOURNAMENT 
 

 
 
 

 
***** 

 

 



 
LAW SCHOOL CLUB WITH ALUMNI 

 
TAKEN AT THE 2013 WATTY TOURNAMENT 

 

 
 

 

 


